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OVERVIEW
Overview of Federal Housing Discrimination Laws ï
Jacki Green

Group Housing (Case Study: Alpharettaôs Effort To 
Change Their Group Home Zoning Definition) - Kristen 
Radde-Gallwitz

Fair Housing Act and Senior Housing ïChristina Gulas

Creating a Senior Housing Ordinance for Kennesaw ï
Dorothy Morallos

Planning & Zoning for Senior Housing in Kennesaw ï
Mike Morton 2



Federal Laws and Guidelines for 

Regulating Group Housing

Civil Rights Act of 1866 
42 U.S.C. §1982

Fourteenth Amendment of US Constitution 

1868
Reconstruction Amendment

Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 
42 U.S.C. §§3601 ï3619

Â Amended in 1988 to add Handicap Protection
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The Federal Fair Housing Act

Purpose

Â § 3601 ïñIt is the policy of the United States 

to provide, within constitutional limitations, for 

fair housing throughout the United States.ò

What you canôt do.

What you can do.
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What You CanôtDo

§3604
Â Canôt refuse to sell or rent after the making of a bona fide offer or 

refuse to negotiate for the sale or rental of, or otherwise make 
unavailable or deny, a dwelling to any person because of race, 
color, religion, sex, familial status or national origin.

Note handicap was added in 1988.

Â Canôt discriminate in the terms or conditions or privilieges of sale 
or in the provision of services based on é..

Â Canôt be discriminatory in your advertising based on é..

Â Canôt say that property is unavailable when it is.

Â Canôt try and get people to live somewhere else because that is 
where a certain demographic lives.
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What You Can Do

§ 3603(b) ïExceptions
Â Any single family house sold or rented by an owner 

provided that:
The owner does not own more than three such single family 
houses at one time;

Only applies to one sale every 24 month period if owner 
wasnôt living in that unit.

After December 31, 1969, canôt use any advertising to sell 
the house ïbut can use attorneys to perfect title.

Â If the owner lives in the house or apartment building, 
the owner can discriminate all he or she wants.

Limited to houses/apartments with no more than four units.

Rationale: Canôt force people to live with people they donôt 

want to.
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Who Is Protected Under The Fair 

Housing Act?
Specific Protection against discrimination is enumerated in the Act for 
the following protected classes:  
Â Race, Color

Â Religion

Â Sex

Â Familial Status

Â Handicap 

Some states offer enhanced protection for marital status and sexual 
orientation.

Who is not protected?
Â Elderly

Â Recovering drug addicts

Â Released and/or rehabilitated criminals

Â Sex offenders/ Child molesters
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