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A DOT Approach to Environmental Justice
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Project Review

• Planning	Documents	

• Previous	Environmental	

Documents	

• Current	Guidance/Regs	

• Maps/Satellite	Images	

• Census	Data	

• Property	Data	

• Land	Uses



Establishing a Methodology

Regs and Guidance
➢ Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in 

Minority Population and Low-Income Populations (1994)

➢ FHWA Order 6640.23A, FHWA Actions to Address Environmental Justice in 

Minority Population and Low-Income Populations (2012)

➢ FHWA Memorandum, Guidance on Environmental Justice and NEPA (2011)

Defining Thresholds
➢ Developed by TDOT, in collaboration with FHWA
➢ TDOT	has	defined	2	thresholds:	

➢ The	percent	of	the	block	group	population	that	is	minority	and/or	low-income	

exceeds	the	county	average	by	10	percentage	points	or	more;	and/or	

➢ Minority	and/or	low-income	individuals	within	the	block	group	population	account	

for	50	percent	or	more	of	the	overall	block	group	population.



EJ Analysis



Internal Coordination

➢ Planners 
➢ Designers 
➢ NEPA
➢ Civil Rights 
➢ Community Relations
➢ Right-of-Way
➢ Environmental/Technical Studies 

Staff

The	goal	is	to	AVOID,	but	avoidance	requires	coordination	

and	collaboration



Public Outreach/Engagement



Avoidance of Impacts



Mitigation

Mitigate for what is being impacted…



Thank you!

• Questions or Comments???

Erick Hunt-Hawkins, Environmental Manager

615-253-5163 | Erick.Hunt-Hawkins@tn.gov

TDOT Environmental Division | NEPA Office
https://www.tn.gov/tdot/environmental-home/nepa-office.html


