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What is a 
Shared Space?01



How Did We Get Here?



We Created Cities for the Purpose of 
Exchange



Bike Because of Innovation



Pavement Because of Bikes



Cars Because of Innovation



TRAFFIC BECAUSE 
OF PAVEMENTTraffic Because of Pavement



More Traffic Because of More Pavement



Chaos Because of Traffic



So, What Happened?



HIGHWAYSA road originally 

intended to link but 

not intrude into cities



Interstate Highway System 
We built 26,000 miles of highways in 15 years.
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Interstate Highway System
We built 26,000 miles of highways in 15 years. Enough to circle the Earth 

plus the distance from Minnesota to New York.  
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Highways as Intended
It was an important system.



Highways as Intended
It was an important system BUT deviated from original intent.
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Modern Values:
Reward Long Trips 

Automobile Focus 

Speed is Important 

The Fabric Doesn’t Matter 

Congestion is Bad 

Single Use Land Use 

Dendritic Street Hierarchy 

Individually Appealing*
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Reward Long Trips 

Automobile Focus 

Speed is Important 

The Fabric Doesn’t Matter 

Congestion is Bad 

Single Use Land Use 

Dendritic Street Hierarchy 

Individually Appealing*

Level of 

Service

for 

Motorists

Modern Values:



Happened?

President 
Eisenhower went 
on to say that the 
matter of running 
Interstate routes 
through the 
congested parts 
of the cities was 
entirely against 
his original 
concept and 
wishes.
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Richmond, VA
Life on the street circa 1920



Traditional 

Conception of the 

Purpose of Streets

ACCESS  

THROUGHPUT

LOCAL COLLECTOR ARTERIAL 

Access to goods and services was a key function on 

arterials



Modern Conception of 

the Purpose of 

Streets

ACCESS  

THROUGHPUT

LOCAL COLLECTOR ARTERIAL 

Arterials started to serve more of a throughput 

function.



Richmond, VA
Life on the street circa 1920





“Mobility”
The movement of people and goods.

Assumption: Faster, farther, and in greater numbers 

= societal progress



Reality: The populations’ capabilities and strategies 

to move in order to access what they need to live 

within the city.

“Mobility”
The movement of people and goods.



Who is it for and when?

What can it do?

Types of Streets
?



Who is it for?

Students

Workers

DeliveriesKids

Limited Vision+ Limited Mobility Limited English Proficiency

for people of all user types

Leisure Users

ResidentsShoppers & DinersTourists

Neighbors in Need

Activists

&
 m

o
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a space that lacks 
the formal 
separation found in 
conventionally-
designed streets, 
blurring the line 
between the space 
intended for 
pedestrians and for 
cars, while still 
comfortably 
accommodating all 
users of the space. 
Typically, shared 
spaces employ 
minimal to no traffic 
control devices. 

Shared 
Space

Informal/Casual Plaza-ish Space

Rural/Natural Formal/Chic



Shared 
SPACE 
or 

Shared 
STREET

Shared Space 
includes 
intersections 
and integrated 
open spaces, 
plazas, 
squares, etc. 



Incomplete Street Complete Street
(Not Comfortable)

(Comfortably accommodates 

all users of the street)



COMPLETE STREETS
Shared Space Flush Street



Flush Street(aka “curbless street” or “festival street”)

Can be 

closed to 

motorists 

and used as 

public open 

space 

without 

vertical 

curbs, 

reducing 

barriers to 

people with 

related 

mobility 

impairments.



Comfort Zone

Comfort Zone

Part of a shared space where vehicles are discouraged



Street

s

Open 

Spaces

Public 

Realm

Complete 
Streets

Flush 
Streets

Shared 
Spaces



Terminology Summary

Shared Space
A space that lacks the formal separation found in 

conventionally-designed streets, blurring the line between 
the space intended for pedestrians and for cars, while still 
comfortably accommodating all users of the space. 

Typically, shared spaces employ minimal to no traffic control 
devices. 

Complete 

Street
A street that  

comfortably accommodates all users 
of the street.

Comfort Zone
A part of a shared space where 

vehicles are discouraged. 

Flush Street/Curbless 

Street/Festival Street
A street that can be closed to motorists and used as public 
open space without vertical curbs creating barriers to 

people with related mobility impairments.



The Past, Present 
and Future of 
Peachtree
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PEACHTREE STREET 

OVER THE YEARS

194

5

195

4

197

1

201

6



Dragon Con 

Parade (2017)

Atlanta Streets 

Alive (2017)



Project Overview

How can we re-

imagine Peachtree 

Street as an 

exceptionally 

designed place for 

all people every 

day?

Why does 

Atlanta’s main 

street, which has 

served as the 

center of activity 

for decades, not 

function for 

people anymore?



STREETS 

FOR 

PEOPLE

Bell Street, 

Seattle, WA

New Road, 

Brighton, UK

Argyle Street, 

Chicago, IL





“ “When we talk about 
design, we are not 

merely describing the 
logical assembly of 
people, things, and 

places. We’re talking 
about intentionally 

shaping the way we 
live our lives. 



Unique Corridors

Peachtree Street

DESIGN FOR 

PUBLIC LIFE



A public space 

and public life 

investment in 

Atlanta’s 

downtown.



New Road, 

Brighton, UK

The Concept

Leverage Peachtree Street as  

exceptional public space with a 

that balances slow, safe mobility with 

beautiful, vibrant, and inviting spaces for 

people.

  shared space design

Exhibition 

Road, London

+ Surrounding Complete Streets



Hardy 

Ivy Park

Georgia-Pacific Plaza & 

Margaret Mitchell Square

SunTrust 

Building

Peachtree 

Center
191 

Peachtree 

Tower

Georgia 

Pacific 

Building

AmericasMar

t Atlanta

The Westin 

Peachtree Place

Atlanta Central Library Candler Building

The Concept





Atlanta Streets Alive 

Central (2018)

Atlanta Streets 

Alive (2019)

Atlanta Streets Alive 

Central (2018)



Shared Space Study

Detail text

Detail text

1

2

3

Illustrative Concept Report

GDOT Draft 
Concept Report

Demonstration Project



Identifying the Preferred Locations

Community 

Input

Supportive 

Surrounding 

Activities and 

Development

Driveways 

and Curb 

Cuts

Crash 

Analysis

Vehicular 

Alternatives 

Analysis



Community Engagement

web map 

comment

s

200
+

virtual meeting 

registrants378

Public Space 

Working Group 

meetings
5

stakeholder

s 

interviewed

80+
Ongoing 

on-site chats

Partner agency 

coordination



What We Heard

Want fewer surface parking 

lots and more developments, 

especially residential and 

street-facing retailers

People who are homeless 

tend to gather in this area and 

need support

This area needs 

greenery, art, 

and a sense of 

playfulness

Peachtree 

Center is the 

best spot for a 

shared space

Need 

programming to 

activate the 

space regularly

The future design 

should make it feel 

welcoming and 

inclusive for everyone

Need more wayfinding

Check out the existing conditions report for more comments!

There’s nobody 

around and few 

businesses open 

at night

Commercial rents along Peachtree 

Street aren’t affordable and limit retail 

occupancy and activation

A grocery store is a top request

More outdoor dining, street 

vendors, and markets would 

add vibrancy

Downtown should have 

urban transportation 

priorities like walking, rolling, 

biking, and transit

On-street loading 

and drop-off 

needs to be 

considered



Identifying the 
Preferred 
Locations

Shared Space
West Peachtree Street to John Wesley Dobbs Avenue

Supporting Complete Streets
North Avenue to West Peachtree Street and

John Wesley Dobbs Avenue to Marietta Street

+







Street Design
S H A R E D  S PA C E :  W E S T  P E A C H T R E E  S T R E E T  T O  

J O H N  W E S L E Y  D O B B S  AV E N U E



Conceptual rendering of the shared 
space near Peachtree Center on a 
special event day



Conceptual rendering of the shared 
space near Peachtree Center on a 
typical weekday



Activation and Programming

Peachtree Center Showcase

Streetside Startup Space

The Lawn at Peachtree Center

Central Library Reading Room

Staffing

S H A R E D  S PA C E :  W E S T  P E A C H T R E E  S T R E E T  T O  

J O H N  W E S L E Y  D O B B S  AV E N U E



Diversify Building Uses

Activate Ground Level Public and 

Private Space

Integrate Everyday Neighborhood 

Amenities

Add Infill Development on 

Remaining Sites

Land Use Opportunities
S H A R E D  S PA C E :  W E S T  P E A C H T R E E  S T R E E T  T O  

J O H N  W E S L E Y  D O B B S  AV E N U E





Street Design
C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T:  N O R T H  AV E N U E  T O  P I N E  

S T R E E T  

E x i s t i n g

P r o p o s e d





Land Use Opportunities
C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T:  N O R T H  AV E N U E  T O  P I N E  

S T R E E T  

Zoning Enforcement (Focus on 

Facades)

Reinvestment in Existing Buildings

“Fill the Block” Program

Eastside Tax Allocation District

Develop Surface Parking Lots





Street Design
C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T:  P I N E  S T R E E T  T O  W E S T  

P E A C H T R E E  S T R E E T

E x i s t i n g

P r o p o s e d



Land Use Opportunities

Zoning Enforcement (Focus on 

Facades and Curb Cuts)

Eastside Tax Allocation District

Support Ongoing Reinvestment in 

Existing Buildings

The Stitch

C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T:  P I N E  S T R E E T  T O  W E S T  

P E A C H T R E E  S T R E E T





Street Design
C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T /  S H A R E D  S PA C E :  J O H N  W E S L E Y  D O B B S  

AV E N U E  T O  M A R I E T TA S T R E E T

E x i s t i n g

P r o p o s e d





Urban Design
Eliminate Right Turn Slip Lane at 

Auburn Avenue/Luckie Street

Atlanta Legacy Makers Project

Focus on Outdoor Dining

Remove Barriers at Woodruff Park

Long-term Move: Park Integration

C O M P L E T E  S T R E E T /  S H A R E D  S PA C E :  J O H N  W E S L E Y  D O B B S  

AV E N U E  T O  M A R I E T TA S T R E E T



Which Way to the 
Demonstration?03



Demonstration Project Installation
Installed in June 

Ongoing monitoring 
and minor adjustments

Ongoing community 
engagement

Expanded pedestrian 
areas, planters, ADA 
ramps, and mid-block 

crosswalk



The Demonstration 

Project tests 

reallocating space 

within the roadway 

from motorized 

vehicles in favor of 

providing safer and 

more equitable access 

to all of Peachtree’s 

users.



Data Collection Periods

 30 DAYS 
BEFORE

6/6/2021 – 6/20/2021 

30 DAYS 
AFTER

6/21/2021 – 7/22/2021

60 DAYS 
AFTER

8/8/2021 – 9/7/2021

• 30 Days before Demonstration 
• There were no improvements 
• There were two road lanes in 

each direction open to traffic

• The first 30 Days after 

Demonstration 
• The temporary removal of one 

lane in each direction 
• The implementation of bollards 

to narrow vehicle turning radii 
• The installation of a mid-block 

crossing at Peachtree Center

• The second 30 Days after 

Demonstration 
• The temporary removal of one 

lane in each direction 
• The implementation of bollards 

to narrow vehicle turning radii 
• The installation of a mid-block 

crossing at Peachtree Center



Data Collection Locations

01

02

03

04
Baker Street NW at 

Peachtree Street

John Portman Boulevard  
NW at Peachtree Street

Andrew Young 
International Boulevard 

at Peachtree Street

Ellis Street NW 
At Peachtree Street



Monitoring Traffic Impacts



Monitoring Emergency Response Times

The average 

response time 

increased by just 

12 seconds and 

the maximum 

response time 

decreased by 1 

minute and 51 

seconds



Accounting for COVID-19
• Baseline traffic analysis uses pre-pandemic traffic volumes 

and projects these into the future; the Demonstration data 
is compared to a non-pandemic future worst-case scenario 

• Data indicates that the Downtown road network is already 
providing alternative routes for drivers 

• Peachtree destinations remain accessible by car but access 
has been equitably improved for all other users: 
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, scooters



Business Impacts

Coordinated with 
property owners to 
shift loading and 

unloading to legally 
designated side streets

No sales/revenue data 
available

Worked with 
restaurants to establish 

outdoor dining: 2 
permitted

First Peachtree Street On-Street Dining 
Location at Meehan’s



Improved Experience

On-street Dining

Mid-block Crossing
With additional 

buffers 

(comfort 

zones), other 

users feel safer 

and more 

comfortable on 

the street.

Pop-up Activities













Findings

The bicyclists and pedestrians 

increased dramatically after 

installation of the demonstration

Dragon Con indicated that the 

downtown road network could continue 

to handle traffic during major events

Findings

The congestion did not substantially 

increase after installation of 

demonstration

It indicates that a permanent shared 

street space is unlikely to have major 

impacts on the downtown network



Phase 1 Extension

Phase 1 was extended in 
response to stakeholder 
feedback. The design 
adjustments were made with 
their collaboration.



Observations



Monthly Reports
30-, 60-, and 90-day Reports 

available at sharepeachtree.com





Let’s Chat
www.sharepeachtree.com


