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* Historical overview

* Urban and social transformation

* Integrated Transportation System

* Library Parks

UVAs
e City branding

* Citizen Participation

* Lessons Learned
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A Long and Complicated History

* 1980s and 1990s — the most violent years
* Pablo Escobar era 1980s - 1993

* During the past 30 years of the city
* Drug trafficking
* Armed conflict and the Colombian cartel
* Known as the homicide capital of the world

* “The Industrial City”
 Large population growth



The Urban Transformation Late 1990s = present

* Integrated Transportation System
* Metrocables

* Library Parks

 Community building
* Unidades de Vida Articulada (UVAs) — Articulated Life Units

 City Branding and Citizen Participation
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Escalators / Electric Stairs




Library Parks / Parques Bibliotecas

» System of public library parks

 Combining the valuable characteristics of
a library and a park in one

e Spaces for social integration and
wellbeing
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Unidades de Vida Articulada (UVA)
Articulated Life Units

* Private water tank lots = public parks and open spaces

Began in 2004

Maintained and operated by EPM (Empresas Publicas de Medellin)
* Arts programs, cultural and community programs
* Interaction with the community
* Services provided

®
14 projects implemented ep Y )

Each UVA has a social leader

estamos ant.
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Parque del Rio andthe
inear Park Project

1%t park in the system of metro linear parks

1t [arge scale landscape architecture project in the city

International public contest/competition for the design
e Sebastian Monsalve

Goals of the linear park project
* Bring life to the river
* Connect the two sides of the river
* Give the river back to the people
* The river as a connector, not a divider



https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/may/01/medellin-bury-highway-urban-intervention
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City Branding &
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Takeaways

* Transportation, accessibility, and
connectivity is key

* Importance of public spaces for
community gathering, recreation,

education, access to services, etc.

* A sense of being a part of the city

((((((((

v

COLOMBIA™ -




If Medellin can transform its city of corruption and violence
into the most innovative city in nearly 20 years, imagine what Atlanta,
or Georgia as a whole, could do in the next 20 years starting from

an already higher place of power and capital...



Thank youl!
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