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Project Detailsj

Purpose/Scope Team

 Feasibility of Removing 
h  I 16 R  i  

 Wilbur Smith 
the I-16 Ramp into 
Downtown Savannah 
 Civic Master Plan, Urban 

Associates
 Sottile & Sottile

 Civic Master Plan, Urban 
Design

 Transportation Analysis
L d U  A l i

 Urban Partners
 Gilbert & Lattimore

G & A Land Use Analysis
 Economic and Real Estate 

Analysis

 Grice & Associates
 McMillan &  Associates



Project Study Area



Related Studies

 1998 MLK and Montgomery Corridor Revitalization Plan 1998 MLK and Montgomery Corridor Revitalization Plan
 2002 MLK and Montgomery Urban Redevelopment Plan 
 2004 Land Use Planning for MLK and Montgomery 2004 Land Use Planning for MLK and Montgomery
 2006-2008 Downtown Master Plan
 2006 Visioning Charette 2006 Visioning Charette
 2007 Walkability Plan

2008 GDOT F ibilit  St d 2008 GDOT Feasibility Study



Before and After



Before and After



Before and After



Evolutionary Historyy y



Evolutionary Historyy y



Evolutionary Historyy y



Evolutionary Historyy y



Evolutionary Historyy y



Evolutionary History 1750-1825y y



Evolutionary History 1825-1875y y



Evolutionary History 1875-1950y y



Evolutionary History 1950-1975y y



Evolutionary History 1975-2010y y



Existing Conditions: Historic Resourcesg



Existing Conditions: Pedestrian Networkg



Existing Conditions: Connection 
D fi i iDeficiencies



Highway Evolutiong y



Highway Evolutiong y



Legislative Backgroundg g

 Could this be built today? Could this be built today?
 Ramp Constructed in 1967
 National Preservation Act 1966 National Preservation Act – 1966

 Listed the National Landmark District
 This section of downtown not in the district This section of downtown not in the district

 Section 106 – Federal agencies to consider actions in 
the preservation of historic properties. “Protection of 
Historic Properties” codified in 1978.



Legislative Backgroundg g

 US DOT Act 1966/Federal Highway Act 1968 US DOT Act 1966/Federal Highway Act 1968
 Section 4(f)

 National Environmental Policy Act 1969 National Environmental Policy Act 1969
 Federal agencies to document decisions and impacts to 

environmental resources

 Uniform Relocation and Assistance Act 1970
 Executive Order 12898 1994 Executive Order 12898 1994

 Environmental Justice



Why Consider Ramp Removal?y p

 Ph sical Barrier Physical Barrier
 Social Barrier

E i  B i Economic Barrier
 Psychological Barrier

“The community vision for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and 
Montgomery Street, from River Street to 52nd Street, is that of a historic 

and diverse community which welcomes all people to the area for its 
commercial activity, architectural and cultural heritage and boulevard 

appearance in a vibrant urban setting.”



Proposed Civic Master Planp



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



Savannah, GA
Martin Luther King Jr  BlvdMartin Luther King Jr. Blvd



“If the street is named after a great leader “If the street is named after a great leader gg
like Martin Luther King, Jr., then we should like Martin Luther King, Jr., then we should 
be compelled to make the street live up to be compelled to make the street live up to p pp p

all of its potential.”all of its potential.”——
W.W. Law, W.W. Law, 

Savannah Morning News Savannah Morning News 
May 1996May 1996


