
Cordele 

A Case Study in Neighborhood Stabilization 



Gillespie-Selden 
Neighborhood founded in  

the early 1890’s 



Gillespie-Selden Institute established 1902 



Current Conditions 



Current Conditions 



National 
Register 

Designation 



○  Joined in 2008 
○  3 year program 
○  Help communities create and launch a 
locally based plan to meet their housing needs  

 



UGA Charrette Results 





Urban Redevelopment Plan Recommendations 
• Gillespie Selden Neighborhood designated as slum and blight 

• Restore and preserve GSI campus 

• Preserve single-family housing  

• Signage denoting historic character of the neighborhood 

• Preserve existing recreation facilities and supplement with park space  

• Crime Prevention 

• Placement of streetlights and street furniture 

• Promote neighborhood stores and services 

• Sidewalk construction 

• Preserve alleys 

• Maintain tree canopy 

• Stormwater management 



Local Historic District:  Intangible Benefits 
 ❶  Sense of Place 

❷  History and Heritage 

❸  Unique and Authentic 

❹  Neighborhood Character 

❺  Sense of Evolution 

❻  Patina 



Local Historic District:  Tangible Benefits 
 ❶  Context-Based Design 

 ○  Local Building Forms 
 ○  Scale—roof, massing, foundation 
  ○  Architectural Details—inspired by local examples 
❷  Established Development Patterns 
 ○  Street Grid 
 ○  Density—lot width and coverage 
  ○  Orientation and Setbacks  

❸ Utilize Existing Public Infrastructure  
 ○  Existing Utilities 
 ○  Sidewalks 
  ○  Street Trees and Street Lights 



Local Historic District:  Tangible Benefits 
 ❹ Quality of Materials and Craftsmanship 

 ○  Does Not Have to be Expensive 
 ○  New Construction—new materials 
  ○  Architectural Details—inspired by local examples 

❺  Diversity of Use 
 ○  Maintain Existing Mix of Land Use 
 ○  Promote Quality Businesses 
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