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The Birds & Bees 
…and Urban 
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 Craig Richardson
Director, Clarion Associates
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Introduction
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Agenda

 Food Planning & Policy

 Zoning to Support Local Food Systems

 Food Environment in Georgia & Savannah

 Discussion

Introduction

Food Planning & Policy

Why Talk About It?
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AICP
Code of Ethics

Why Talk About It?

A: Principles to Which We Aspire 
1. Our Overall Responsibility to the Public
Our primary obligation is to serve the public 
interest and we, therefore, owe our 
allegiance to a conscientiously attained 
concept of the public interest that is 
formulated through continuous and open 
debate. We shall achieve high standards of 
professional integrity, proficiency, and 
knowledge. To comply with our obligation 
to the public, we aspire to the following 
principles: 

Why Talk About It?
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a) We shall always be conscious of the rights of others. 

b) We shall have special concern for the long-range 
consequences of present actions. 

c) We shall pay special attention to the interrelatedness of 
decisions. 

d) We shall provide timely, adequate, clear, and accurate 
information on planning issues to all affected persons and 
to governmental decision makers. 

e) We shall give people the opportunity to have a 
meaningful impact on the development of plans and 
programs that may affect them. Participation should be 
broad enough to include those who lack formal 
organization or influence. 

Why Talk About It?

f) We shall seek social justice by working to expand choice 
and opportunity for all persons, recognizing a special 
responsibility to plan for the needs of the disadvantaged 
and to promote racial and economic integration. We shall 
urge the alteration of policies, institutions, and decisions 
that oppose such needs. 

g) We shall promote excellence of design and endeavor 
to conserve and preserve the integrity and heritage of the 
natural and built environment. 

h) We shall deal fairly with all participants in the planning 
process. Those of us who are public officials or employees 
shall also deal evenhandedly with all planning process 
participants.

Why Talk About It?
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Why Food Planning and Policy?
 Health 
 Externalities 
 Economic Development 

Why Talk About It?

Health and Hunger
 17% of children go hungry every day in 

coastal Georgia

 Healthier US School Challenge

 40% of edible food ends up in landfills

Why Talk About It?
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Obesity (BMI ≥30 kg/m2)

Diabetes

1994

1994

2000

2000

No Data         <14.0%         14.0-17.9%         18.0-21.9%          22.0-25.9%           >26.0%

No Data          <4.5%           4.5-5.9%             6.0-7.4%             7.5-8.9%               >9.0%

http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/statistics

2010

2010

Age-Adjusted Prevalence of Obesity and Diagnosed Diabetes 
Among U.S. Adults Aged 18 Years or older 

Why Talk About It?

Health and Obesity
 29% of adult Georgians were obese with 

county-level prevalence data ranging 
from 23% to 35%

 31% of high school students as overweight 
or obese

 Obesity direct costs in Georgia- $2.5 billion 
per year ($385/person)

Why Talk About It?
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Externalities – Water Use

Why Talk About It?

Externalities – GHG 

Why Talk About It?
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Externalities - GHG

Why Talk About It?

Economic Development

Why Talk About It?
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Why Talk About It?

Market 
Forces

Public 
Policy

Food 
Landscape

Why Talk About It?
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Food & Local Government

Food & Local Government
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Land Use
 Urban Agriculture
 Food Hubs
 Kitchen Incubators and Commercial 

Kitchens
 Farmers’ Markets and Pop Up Vending
 Accessible Grocery Stores and Healthy 

Corner Stores
 Farm to School
 Community Gardens

Food & Local Government

Regulations, Programs & 
Policies

Zoning codes often fail to mention “local 
food friendly” uses – farmer’s markets, 

community gardens, etc. 

Food & Local Government
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Regulations, Programs & 
Policies

Zoning codes often fail to mention “local 
food friendly” uses – farmer’s markets, 

community gardens, etc. 

= ILLEGAL!

Food & Local Government
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Food Planning in Georgia
Dennis Hutton
Chatham County-Savannah Metropolitan Planning 
Commission (retired)

Food Policy
Production

Processing

DistributionPurchasing

Disposal

Food Planning in Georgia
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Georgia Food Policy Council
Priority Area #1: 

Production and Distribution 
Priority Area #2: 

Processing, Food Waste, 
Recycling, and Composting 

Priority Area #3: 
Consumption and Consumer Education

Food Planning in Georgia

Food Hubs

Food Planning in Georgia
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Savannah Chatham Food 
Policy Council
 The mission of the Savannah Chatham 

County Food Policy Council is to 
coordinate and communicate efforts that 
develop, support, and promote policies 
that impact equitable access, sustainable 
production, and widespread 
understanding of healthy local food.

Food Planning in Georgia

 2011 
 Community Food Forum
 Healthy Savannah Nutrition Committee merge

 2012 
 Visioning Retreat
 Focused on organization structure, Branding
 Committees:  policy, farmers’ market, school nutrition & finance
 Events - Lunch & Learn, Food Day 
 Supporting Work:

 Local efforts:  Animal Control Ordinance, Community Garden
 Hosted several SCAD grad students
 Attended meetings with GA Food Policy Council

 2013
 Food Action Plan 

Food Planning in Georgia
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Community Gardens
Are they allowed in your community?

Savannah Case Study



11/8/2013

27

Savannah Community Garden 
Initiative
 Approved July 2012
 Officially launched April 22, 2013
 Allows individuals/groups to use City-

owned property for community gardens

Savannah Case Study

 More than 450 
publicly owned 
vacant lots

Savannah Case Study
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Savannah Community Garden 
Initiative – Benefits 
 Access to fresh, healthy food
 Transforms “wasted” land into productive 

land
 Potentially reduces maintenance costs for 

city (taxpayers)
 Community unity and cohesion

Savannah Case Study

Community 
Garden

Wilshire 
Neighborhood

Windsor Forest 
H.S.

SUGA

“My plan is to provide muscle and learn gardening from people 
who have done it before.” 
– Jennifer West Duvall, age 34, as quoted by Savannah Morning News, 04/23/2013

Savannah Case Study
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Photo credit:  Steve Bisson/Savannah Morning News

Savannah Case Study

Savannah Case Study
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Application Checklist
 Initial application and letter of intent
 Policy & User Agreement, with documents

 Proof of neighborhood support
 Garden layout
 Proposed building materials
 Proposed fees
 Signed policy & user agreement

 Additional requirements (if applicable)

Savannah Case Study

Community 
Gardens
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Birds & The Bees

Savannah Case Study

Savannah Case Study
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Case Study:  
Savannah/Chatham
 MPC undergoing development of Unified 

Zoning Ordinance…

…but not really a zoning issue!

…an issue of animal control

www.thempc.org
(Bottom left of home page)

Savannah Case Study

Animal Control Ordinance
 Police department is the “owner”

 “Birds and bees” not a high priority
 Chickens & bees allowed by right in all 

districts, per animal control ordinance 
 Interest in local food policy also 

developed….
 Food Policy Council formed

 Chaired by Dr. Blake Caldwell (retired CDC 
epidemiologist)

Savannah Case Study
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Expert Consultants Roster
 Members 

 Knowledge of 
 Chickens (3)
 Bees (3)

 Public health expert (1)
 Veterinarian 

 Members appointed by Health Dept.
 Assists in responding to complaints

Savannah Case Study

Backyard Chickens
 Number related to lot size

 One chicken/1000 square feet of uplands
 More than 30 = poultry farm
 Tethering prohibited
 Setback requirements

 >10 birds:  25 feet
 <10 birds:  50 feet
 May be waived with 

permission from neighbor

Savannah Case Study



11/8/2013

34

Other poultry
 Examples:

 Peafowl, guinea fowl, ducks, geese, 
roosters, and turkeys

 Minimum lot size = 2 acres
 Setback = 250 feet

Savannah Case Study

Beekeeping
 Registration required, plus $25 fee

 Mosquito control
 Fencing of flyways
 Maintenance
 Queens

Savannah Case Study
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Beekeeping
 Colony densities 

 <¼ acre:  2 colonies
 >¼ but < ½ acre:  4 colonies
 > ½ but <1acre:  6 colonies
 >1 acre:  8 colonies

 Unlimited if:
 All hives 200+ ft. from all property lines
 All surrounding property is undeveloped

Savannah Case Study

Discussion

Eat Happy!
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Craig Richardson
crichardson@clarionassociates.com
919.967.9188 

Denise Grabowski, AICP, LEED AP
dgrabowski@symbioscity.com
912.484.2018

Contact Info


