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Introductions 

Envisioning a Green Community 

Outlining ARC’s Green Communities Program 

Diving into Planning-Related GC Measures 

Showcasing Your Communities  

Walking through Potential New GC Measures 

Identifying What’s Missing 

Q&A

What will we 
cover during 
this session?



Collaborative 
Visioning

Let’s travel to 2050 together…





Green Communities 
Overview



Local Governments Leading the Way to Sustainability

• Green Building 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Green Power 
• Water Efficiency 
• Trees & Greenspace 

• Transportation 
• Recycling & Waste Reduction 
• Land Use 
• Education 
• Innovation



Desired 
Outcomes



Certification Process by the Numbers



Issue areas 
Measures 
Months to compile documentation 
Years to recertify 
Communities recognized for 2023

10 
80 
6+ 
4 
7 
23

Issue areas 
Measures 
Months to compile documentation 
Years to recertify 
Communities recognized for 2023 



Dive Into  
Planning-Related Green 
Communities Measures



Green Building
Green Building Incentives 
• Ordinance or policy that offers incentives for builders to seek green building certifications such 

as Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), EarthCraft, and ENERGY STAR 
• Examples: expedited review process, reduced or waived development fees, density bonuses, 

etc. 

Green Affordable Housing Incentives 
• Ordinance or policy that offers incentives specifically for affordable and workforce housing 

entities to seek green building certifications (listed above) 
• Examples: expedited review process, reduced or waived development fees, density bonuses, 

etc.



Energy Efficiency
Active Energy Codes Inspection & Enforcement 
• Active inspection for compliance with the Georgia State Energy Code for Buildings 
• The physical inspection shall encompass all items required to show compliance with the 

Georgia Energy Code 
• Only conducting an insulation inspection or simply accepting the REScheck/COMcheck 

checklists completed by builders does not suffice as an active inspection 

Outdoor Lighting Efficiency 
• Ordinance or policy in place to require the efficient operation of outdoor lighting throughout the 

community by limiting misdirected, excessive, or unnecessary outdoor lighting on both public 
and private property 

• Example: adoption of a night sky ordinance that meets the guidelines of the International Dark 
Sky Association



Trees and Greenspace
Greenspace Plan 
• Develop, adopt, and implement a greenspace plan that provides for connectivity of protected 

greenspace within and among communities 

Parking Lot Canopy Requirements 
• Develop and enforce parking lot canopy standards that result in 50% canopy coverage of 

impervious parking surfaces within 15 years of completion 
• The policy is equivalent to or exceeds the shade requirement in two of the following ways: 

‣ At least one overstory tree for every eight parking spaces 
‣ At least 200 square feet of contiguous soil space per overstory tree  
‣ No parking space shall be more than 40 feet from a tree



Trees and Greenspace
Forest Master Plan 
• Develop a comprehensive analysis of community forests and trees 
• Plans should include: 

‣ Current tree canopy coverage and existing tree species (as well as populations of each)  
‣ Short-term and long-term goals for the status of local forests 
‣ Applicable action items and implementation tools 
‣ Outline species that are indigenous to the local community recommended for residents to plant, as 

well as invasive species that should be eradicated and/or avoided  

Local Foods Systems Plan 
• Develop, adopt and implement a local food systems plan to influence and shape how food is 

produced, processed, distributed, consumed and disposed of within the community



Transportation and Air Quality
Complete Streets  
• Adopt a complete streets policy or ordinance  
• Includes the following elements: 

‣ Definition of “all users” to include pedestrians, bicyclists, transit passengers of all ages and abilities, 
as well as trucks, buses and automobiles  

‣ Applicability to both new and retrofit projects and covers all roads with noted exceptions  
‣ Clear guidelines for exceptions and a procedure that requires high-level approval of exceptions 
‣ Makes the use of the latest and best design criteria, and directs implementation of complete streets in 

a context-sensitive manner 
‣ Includes specific next steps for implementation of the policy 

Shared/Reduced Parking 
• Amend development regulations to encourage shared parking, joint parking, and/or reduce 

parking requirements (such as adopting a max parking requirement)



Transportation and Air Quality
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 
• Adopt bike and pedestrian friendly policies through either a bicycle and pedestrian plan or a 

transportation plan that includes a bicycle and pedestrian section 
• Includes policies, standards, evaluation of current infrastructure needs, a list of proposed and/

or ongoing projects, and assessment of future system requirements for bicyclists and 
pedestrians 

Plug-In Electric Vehicle Readiness 
• The local government has taken steps to become Electric Vehicle ready by doing at least one 

of the following: 
‣ Updating codes and zoning, parking rules, or other local ordinances to allow for charging stations 
‣ Passing an ordinance that would restrict HOA's from allowing covenants that prevent the installation of 

charging stations in the community 
‣ Revising permitting and inspection processes to support the installation of charging equipment and the 

development of charging station networks 
‣ Installing a charging station for public use 
‣ Developing an Electric Vehicle Strategy with an implementation timeline



Land Use
Historic Preservation Ordinance 
• Adopt a historic preservation ordinance 
• Should provide for: 

‣ the establishment of a Historic Preservation Commission 
‣ the identification and designation of historic properties or districts 
‣ the issuance of certificates of appropriateness 
‣ the establishment of an appeals procedure 

Smart Growth Incentives 
• Offer incentives that support smart growth, such as 

‣ incentives for development and redevelopment in existing downtown areas 
‣ transit-oriented development 
‣ traditional neighborhood development 
‣ mixed use development and/or infill development



Land Use
Revitalization Incentives/Strategies 
• Analyze potential areas and develop incentives and/or other revitalization strategies for reuse 

of buildings, greyfield redevelopment and/or brownfield redevelopment 
• Make this information available to developers and promote

Education
Community Sustainability Plan 
• Develop, adopt and implement a sustainability plan 
• Must include: 

‣ vision statement and a comprehensive set of goals for becoming a sustainable community 
‣ regional and global sustainability issues such as water consumption, air pollution, energy use, and 

waste reduction 
‣ performance metrics to track progress towards goals 
‣ action plans that have roles for government, citizens, businesses, schools, and civic organizations



Showcasing Your 
Community’s Actions











Potential New 
Green Communities 
Measures

Let’s take a walk…



Potential Measures Interactive Gallery Walk
5 Posters around the room 
• Name of proposed measure 
• What, How, Example 

Provide Feedback 
• Is this an action that your community might implement? 
• What might make this difficult or impossible in your community? What barriers do you see to 

implementation? 
• What would make this possible in your community? What tools, resources, or assistance 

would you need to make implementation happen? 

Group Report Out 
• One person per poster volunteer to share what’s been written





Questions & 
Answers



Stay Connected to Climate Change & Resilience at ARC

atlantaregional.org/climatechange 

Climate@atlantaregional.org

atlantaregional.org/greencommunities



 The resiliency of our region—both today  
 and tomorrow—depends on all of us.

Crystal Jackson 
Planning Manager, Climate + Sustainability 
cjackson@atlantaregional.org 

Jon Philipsborn 
Climate and Resilience Manager 
jphilipsborn@atlantaregional.org  

Lauren Wiggins 
Energy and Resilience Principal Planner 
lwiggins@atlantaregional.org 
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