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Georgia’s Data Center Boom

Regional Planning Challenges and 
Opportunities 



Government Policy Responses: State Level

2018 State tax break - full exemption 
from state and local sales and use 
taxes on high-tech equipment 

Legislature passed law to end tax 
breaks due to concerns, vetoed by 
Governor

 Much legislation to control data center 
development considered but not 
approved

 Public Service Commission  
specifically requires data centers to pay 
cost of their energy use



Government Policy Responses: Regional Level

 Development of Regional Impact (DRI) review of data centers 
halted by DCA in June 2025

 “Data Center” not a development type requiring review specifically 
identified in DRI rules

 DCA proposed DRI rules revisions to require review of data centers 
subject to DCA Board approval in November

 Data center DRI reviews expected to resume by end of year

 DRI review “findings” are only advisory, not required to be followed 
by local government



Government Policy Responses: Local Level

 Several Atlanta region jurisdictions 
have responded to data center 
challenges

 City of Atlanta requires all data 
centers to obtain special use permit, 
not allowed near MARTA stations or 
Beltline

 Dekalb, Rockdale, Clayton, Coweta 
and Douglas counties placed 
moratoria on data center development 
to allow time for policy response

 Many communities looking for 
guidance



ARC Data Center Policy Responses

 Information sharing – 2025 LINK event held in Northern Virginia- 
another data center nexus - with sessions on data center policies 
and lessons learned

 Data centers addressed in comprehensive plans created by ARC

 Completed dozens of DRI reviews of data center projects in last 4 
years – reviews will resume once rules are revised 

 Standard DRI recommendation - tax revenues be allocated to 
mitigation measures such as conservation land acquisition, 
community improvements  



ARC Data Center Policy Responses: Community Design 
Guide

 In development in partnership with a noted design firm

 Illustrated guide to achieving better data center projects that 
are integrated into local communities

 Promote publicly accessible edges, shared amenities and 
appealing façades so that facilities contribute to place-making

 Direct projects away from greenfields to areas in dire need of 
regenerative redevelopment

 Can serve as a reference in negotiations with developers



ARC Data Center Policy Responses: Community Design 
Guide
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