
Reignite a historic park to showcase the 
world’s most diverse ecosystem.

PARADISE PARK



Last May, the Surgeon General reported on an epidemic as harmful 
as smoking 15 cigarettes a day. 

WHY CARE ABOUT 
PARKS LONELINESS. 

PARKS, PLAZAS, MAINSTREETS, & 
MARKETS

INVEST IN SOCIAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE. 

His #1 recommendation? 

PUBLIC HEALTH / CONNECTION TO OUTDOORS
ECONOMIC VITALITY
FAMILY QUALITY OF LIFE / RECREATION
SHARED EXPERIENCES & COMMUNITY GATHERING
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP / EDUCATION 

OTHER WHYS:
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2022 LOCAL PARK ASSESSMENT
$11 million needed just to bring parks up to baseline standards (only $2 mill allocated from City)



2018 DESIGN CHARRETTE



2022 Park Improvement Plan
City wins Grant - $200,000
DNR Soil & Water Conservation Grant

City Match - $200,000

Total Project Cost
$400,000

22 acre Park
$18,000 per acre
Industry Average
$200,000 per acre



From “City” Project to “Community” 
ProjectDevelop a Community Supported Master Plan
● Hire a Landscape Architect to create an exciting but practical design
● Present Master Plan to civic groups & organizations to get “buy in”.
Develop Strategic Partnerships
● Funding Partner - Williams Family Foundation
● Historic Preservation Partner - Landmarks
● Ecological / Restoration Partner - Tall Timbers
● Education Partner - Thomasville City Schools & SRTC
Develop a Steering Committee
● Engaged & Willing to work
● Young families who can build support
● Industry experience & Historic Perspective





MORE THAN A NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARK

LOCATION
HISTORY

ECONOMIC IMPACT

PARADISE PARK
Paradise Park is uniquely positioned to be a 

REGIONAL DESTINATION PARK 
because of 3 main factors:



LOCATION





HISTORIC DESIGNS



LARGE OVAL LAWN









DESTINATION - NATURE BASED PLAYGROUND







STORMWATER WETLAND







LONGLEAF PINE RESTORATION & EDUCATION 
TRAIL



This magnificent New Hotel is destined to become the popular Southern health resort. Its superior location is in 
close proximity to the pine groves. From its broad piazzas the perfumes of these grand old pine can be 
inhaled, while a short walk of 200 yards brings the visitor into this paradise of pine woods. Pleasant 

drives and walks are laid out throughout this forest...

THOMASVILLE’S RESORT ERA

HISTORY



Dr. C. W. Weaver “The diseases benefited or cured by a sojourn in this climate are those connected with respiration, particularly catarrhal, bronchial and asthmatic affections and cases of pulmonary 
consumption . . .much benefit has been received in cases of gout and rheumatism.” 

 
 



Nature Based Recreation



The Red Hills Region is home to 
over 200,000 acres of native 
longleaf pine forest, one of the 
largest privately owned forests in the 
United States. The economic impact 
of these privately protected forests 
is around $200 million and employs 
over 1,700 people in the region.

Yet for a vast majority of 
residents and visitors, this 
ecosystem remains unseen and 
unknown.

REGIONAL 
IMPACT



REGIONAL 
IMPACT

High concentration of longleaf pine forests

Thomas County GA burns more property than 
anywhere else in the country. 



Fire in the Headlines

Ethan Swope/AP photo

Largest Fire in TX History 
Smokehouse Creek Fire 2024

One of the Costliest in US History 
Palisades Fire 2025

One of the Deadliest in US History Maui Fire 2023

NATIONAL 
IMPACT



NATIONAL 
IMPACT



• ~38,000 total groundcover plants will 
be planted

• 36 different native species



Outreach



Outreach



Sidebar
Several trees killed by Hurricane Helene
and 3 trees in way of sidewalk cut up into 
logs.  6 died from Ips beetles post drought
Send to mill to cut into specialty boards



First Missionary Baptist Church (circa 1900)

Church of the Good Shepard (circa 1894)



Added stump samples to 
dendrochronological database



2022 Park Improvement Plan
City wins Grant - $200,000
DNR Soil & Water Conservation Grant

City Match - $200,000

Total Project Cost
$400,000

22 acre Park
$18,000 per acre
Industry Average
$200,000 per acre



Paradise Park Phase I
City wins Grant - $200,000
DNR Soil & Water Conservation Grant

City Match - $200,000
City Investment - $1,000,000

Landmarks - $80,000
Tall Timbers - $25,000
Williams FF - $30,000

Total Phase I Budget:
$1,500,000



Construction of Central Lawn & Oval Walkway & Carriageways

City’s Scope



Construction of Central Lawn & Oval Walkway (completed)



Construction of Central Lawn & Oval Walkway (completed)



Landmark’s Scope

Renovation of Historic Bandstand



Restore Historic Carriageways & Bandstand (completed)



Tall Timbers Scope

Longleaf Pine Ecosystem Restoration



To Date Sampled 18 longleaf pine
Average age 154 years old
Oldest tree 1812
Youngest longleaf was 1932













As I remember it, Thomasville was a wonderful place to be a child. It was a small community. You 
knew just about everybody and everybody knew you... We had wildlife all around, including some 

quail...

There was a park out front called Paradise Park, just across the street from our house... It was 
heavily wooded with longleaf pine and had an open understory. You could see from one end of the 

park to the other... And I remember vividly there was still wiregrass out there... 

It would be an interesting ecological experiment to start putting a fire regime through it...
You might just see some of the former vegetation come back. 

LEON NEEL, ART OF MANAGING LONGLEAF



Phase I Ribbon Cutting Celebration





PHASE II - 2026
PROJECT SCOPE - $4.5 MILLION

Phase II Design and Construction Documents
Playground and Restrooms
Entry Plaza, Access Road, and Additional Parking
Outdoor Classroom Pavilions & Educational Kiosks
Stormwater Wetland, Repian Buffer, and Boardwalk

Source: $3 million (Grant), $1.5 million (50% Private Donor 
Match)

GRANT 
PARTNERSTall Timbers
City School System
Tourism Authority

GRANT 
SUPPORTERSChamber of Commerce
Williams Parker Foundation
The Jones Center at Ichauway



QUESTIONS?


