Reflections on Planning
and Leadership

A conversation with GPA Presidents

2025 GPA Fall Conference, Athens, Georgia
October 9, 2025
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Georgia Chapter
American Planning Association Districts

Georgia Chapter

Creating Great Communities for All

* Georgia Chapter of the American Planning
Association

* Current Membership: = 1,100
* Georgia Planning Association Board: 26

* How to join: https://planning.org/join/

2 planning.org



HOW TO GET INVOLVED

*Programs Committee *Mentor Committee

*Chapter Services *Climate Action

*Professional Development *Emerging Planners of Georgia (EPG)
*Financial Committee * UGA College of Environment and Design

-Policy and Advocacy Student Planning Association (SPA)

* Georgia Tech City and Regional Planning
Student Planning Association (SPA)

Awards Committee

*Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

APA

https://georgiaplanning.org/join-a-committee/ W\ American Planning Association

Georgia Chapter

Creating Great Communities for All
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Mentimeter



http://www.mentimeter.com/
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Aby
Planning Administrator, Atlanta Regional Commission

ddest Job Food/water/ice delivery at the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta
Undergrad Degree Journa lism/Mass Communications, University of Georgia
Grad Degree City and Regional Planning, Georgia Tech
Fav Mascot Georgia Bulldogs! Uga V for the specific bulldog

PA President 2020-2021
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r GPA / APA PA Treasurer 2007-2013, 2014 National Planning Conferenc
host, 2024 AICP College of Fellows
Rational Planning or Rational Planning (with human influence )
Muddling Through?
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First Job Bookkeeping Assistant
urrent Job Engineer/Planner, Restaurateur, Policy Advocate

ndergrad Degree BS Civil Engineering and BS Architecture, Ga Tech

C
Oddest Job Mural Artist (most fun, anyway!)
U
G

rad Degree MS Civil Engineering, Ga Tech
Fav Mascot BUZZ (but | miss the Savannah Sand Gnats)
PA President 2022-2023

G

Other GPA / APA EPG President, Mentor Program Chair, District 9/10 Director,
Programs Committee, APA Legislative and Policy Committee, State
Legislative Liaison

Rational Planning or That's why | am an advocate!
Muddling Through?




Leaders
Lightning
Round



What do you get out of your
involvement 1in Georgia
Planning Association?



Why 1s 1t important to
be on a committee?



What has been your

involvement 1n the

American Planning
Association?



What 1s your involvement in
organizations outside of
Georgia Planning Association?



How has your involvement
impacted your leadership
development?



Who do you most
admire as a leader?






What are the greatest
1ssues facing planning?



What are your thoughts
about Al and planning?



How do I talk to my
community about
sustainability and

resilience?



How do I talk to my
community about
equity, diversity, and
inclusion?






